
 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 7 November 2023 
 
Dear Pupil/Parent/Carer 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family well and looking forward to the build up to the Christmas 
period.  
 
Staffing 
We welcome some new staff to the EHS family this month. Firstly, we welcome the return of Miss 
Ratter to the Humanities faculty. We are also very grateful to EHS staff as well as Mr Pritchard and 
Mr Meikle, who have been covering the vacancies in the Maths faculty whilst we await new teachers 
joining us.  We will welcome Mr Cove to the Maths team in a week or two. Joining us tomorrow is 
Mr Zhu, who has been teaching Science and Chemistry in Edinburgh and will cover the remaining 
time Mrs James is on maternity leave.  
 
In Pupil Support, Mr Davenport and Mrs McManus are welcome additions to the team. Their roles 
will be to support students with their attendance as well as offering general support as part of the 
Guidance team for all young people at EHS. No news as yet on the Headteacher appointment, 
although the first round of the selection process has begun.  
 
Photographs 
Last week we had our annual ‘photo day’. Students (except S6) photographed were given proofs on 
the day and orders are completed online.  The proofs for the S6 year group and S6 individual photos 
will be handed out next week.  Information on ordering is noted on the proof.  
 
Remembrance 
Poppies are on sale this week and our annual Remembrance Assembly is on Friday 10 November. 
The History department, with the help of the Senior Ambassadors, will deliver the assembly and, at 
11 o’clock, we will observe the national silence. A piper will signal its end. Please reinforce to your 
young person the importance of being respectful. Two members of our Head Team, Darcy and 
Grace, will present a wreath in Earlston village as part of the community’s Remembrance service on 
Sunday.  
 
EHS Exhibition – Wednesday 22 November 5 – 7.30pm 
We are delighted to invite you along to our Exhibition of work from Art and Design, CDT, Fashion 
and Textiles, Pupil Support and Photography. Our first since 2019! Available on the night to 
purchase will be our school calendar, prints of work to order, festive crafts, school enterprise 
projects and some local businesses. All welcome and we hope to see you there! 
 
Prelims 
S4-6 students will have their preliminary examinations after the Christmas break. We are looking to 
offer students some study leave and details of this will be communicated nearer the time. The 
prelim exam schedule is being finalised at the moment. In its draft from, we are looking to have 
students in school for the first week for some final revision before the prelim diet starts. The 
assembly on Tuesday 12 November will explain the prelim procedures to students in S4-6. 
 



 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas @ EHS 
As always, the EHS Christmas is a busy and special time of year. Here is a snapshot of some of the 
events in the run up to the Christmas break. 
 
Dances – S1/2 Monday 11 December 7 – 10pm. 
                 S3/4 Wednesday 13 December 7 – 10pm 
                 S5/5 Friday 15 December 7 – 10.30pm 
We want to encourage all our students to come to the Christmas dances. The dress code is smart 
rather than casual and it is lovely when our young people make an effort to look their best, but 
please do not feel the need to buy/hire any formal wear. We want to support all young people to 
attend the dance. We do have a collection of preloved formal wear should any young person wish 
to borrow something. To see what we have available, our young people should speak to their 
guidance teacher. Parent Pay is open for ‘tickets’ to be purchased, although there are no physical 
tickets for these events. Students just need to say their name at the door on the night of their dance.   
 
Senior Citizens Afternoon Tea – Thursday 12 December 
We look forward to welcoming senior citizens in the Earlston community to enjoy some 
refreshments and entertainment hosted by our S6 committee. 
 
Christmas jumpers 
Already students have been asking if they can wear a Christmas jumper in December. This has 
become a bit of a tradition that students are keen to enjoy again this year. If they wish, students 
can wear a ‘Christmas jumper’ along with their school trousers/skirt on Friday 8th and Friday 15th 
December.  
 
Christmas lunch 
On Wednesday 13 December the main meal available in the refectory will be a traditional Christmas 
dinner – turkey and the trimmings. A vegetarian option will be available. Please be aware that there 
will not be the usual variety of food available that day, although Pasta King will be open.  
 
Christmas Concert 
This year our school concert will be on 19th and 20th December at 7pm. It will include all our usual 
extra-curricular music groups in Act 1. Act 2 will be a revue of "The Drifters" music staged by the 
senior choir. Tickets will be on sale to those taking part on 5th December £7 & £6 (Conc: students 
and O.A.P) and to everyone thereafter from 6th Dec. 
 
Charity Food Bank Donations 
The charity committee is keen to support local food banks in the run up to Christmas and is asking 
for donations in the form of non-perishable goods. Collection points will be out the assembly hall 
in the next week or so. Thank you in advance for your support.  
 
 
 
 



 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
University and College Applications 
UCAS application season is upon us once again and Guidance staff are busy supporting the pupils 
who have chosen to go through the application process. Although the UCAS deadline is January 31st 
2024 on the UCAS website, the school deadline is Monday 20th November 2022.  Students should 
submit applications to their Guidance teacher by this earlier date to allow applications to be checked 
and references written. We aim to send all applications to UCAS before we finish for Christmas. 
Some Art courses have a March deadline.  
 
College applications are generally via college websites and a separate application is needed for each 
college. Most colleges in Scotland start their application process in December and the Guidance 
team will support students with their personal statements, applications and references.  
 
Respectful Relationships Policy  
Please find attached the parent information leaflet outlining Scottish Borders Council’s Respectful 
Relationships and Anti-bullying Policy. Some of last year’s S6 were heavily involved in the initial 
creation of this Council-wide policy. Next week is Anti-bullying week and we have a variety of 
activities planned to promote respectful relationships. We also have a student group and the Parent 
Council consulting on the policy. 
 
EHS Parent Council 
The next meeting is Thursday 23 November at 7pm in the school’s conference room. Dr Alex 
Heneveld, chair of the PC, is hoping parents will tune in virtually if they are unable to attend in 
person. The agenda and link to the meeting will be communicated the week before the meeting. 
Parents can contact the Parent Council via the school email address or via the designated PC 
address: pcearlstonhighschool@scottishborders.npfs.org.uk 
 
Social Media 
Please follow EHS on our Social Media. It is proving to be a great way to celebrate all the great 
things that happen at EHS and our amazing young people.  
 
And finally a request from one of our S6 students… 
‘Hello, my name is Paige and I'm currently studying Advanced Higher Health and Food Technology. 
As part of my dissertation, I need to conduct a questionnaire asking about food behaviours during 
covid. It would be much appreciated if you could take some time out of your day to complete this 
questionnaire before next Thursday 16/11/23. Thank you very much.  
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKZzKlH9-
5sZAgovh5T2D4QxUOUVSTklFRlRTNUdKOEI1RzAzTEZFVkxDQi4u 
 
Here’s wishing you a lovely weekend when it comes. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Mrs Jill McDonald 
Headteacher 
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