Tuesday 20 April 2021
Dear S4, S5 and S6,
SQA Headteacher Update
Welcome back to school!
Please read this document carefully (it is lengthy, but covers all the bases). I have pulled together
information directly from SQA and answered some of the questions you have been asking through
the Head Team, post box or to staff.
Section 1 – Information from SQA (your questions answered)

How will my results be decided this year?
The 2021 National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher exams are cancelled due to the disruption caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic.
This means SQA needs a different way to decide your National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher
results.
SQA is a member of the National Qualifications 2021 Group*, and together the group has agreed the
Alternative Certification Model which will be used to award this year’s National 5, Higher, and
Advanced Higher results. The Scottish Youth Parliament, who represent the views of young people
from across the country, is also a member of the National Qualifications 2021 Group.
SQA has given schools and colleges lots of guidance for each subject, to help teachers and lecturers
assess the skills, knowledge, and understanding you need to demonstrate to achieve your
qualifications.
We expected a lot of disruption to learning this year, so SQA had already reduced the amount of
evidence needed for each of your courses whilst still making sure that your qualifications remain
highly respected. This modification has given schools and colleges more time to cover the parts of
your courses that will be assessed. Schools and colleges decide on how,and when they will assess
you, and determine your provisional results.
Everyone at SQA and EHS understands that this is a challenging time for learners undertaking
National Qualifications, and we thank you all for your continued hard work.
Overleaf you will find answers to questions we have received about how your results will be decided,
that we hope you find useful.

Your questions answered…
Q: My school/college has told me I will soon be undertaking assessments – are these the same
as an exam?
A: There are no formal exams this year. However, it will be necessary for you to be assessed to help
your teachers and lecturers decide your provisional results. While the look and feel of some of these
assessments may seem like an exam, your schools or colleges will make sure assessments only
include parts of your course which you have been taught so far. How and when you are assessed is
decided by your school or college. SQA has also told schools or colleges which parts of each course
do not need to be assessed.
Q: What evidence is required to determine results?
A: This will be different for each of your subjects. That means you might be asked to complete one
kind of assessment for one course, and another kind of assessment for another course. SQA has
given schools and colleges guidance on which parts of each course should be assessed, and they
have reduced this as much as possible this year – for instance in PE we are only assessing
performance in one sport, rather than two – whilst ensuring the qualification is still highly respected.
Q: What is demonstrated attainment?
A: Demonstrated Attainment means you have shown the skills, knowledge, and understanding
needed to be awarded the course. For example, in English if you were to hand in a piece of writing,
it needs to match specific criteria to show your ability. It is important that results are based on
evidence of learning and skills, so you can have confidence in your results.
Q: How will practical subjects be assessed?
A: SQA has reduced the assessment requirements this year in many practical subjects. For example,
in N5 Music learners have the option to only be assessed in one instrument, rather than two as would
happen in a normal year. However, we still require evidence that you have an understanding of key
aspects of your learning, to make sure you get the results you deserve.
Q: What is being done to make sure learners are graded fairly?
A: SQA is working with schools and colleges on this to make sure that your grades are decided in a
fair and consistent way. Schools and colleges can also take further steps to ensure fairness, such as
making sure more than one person is involved in deciding your provisional result.
Q: What measures are being taken to ensure learners have appropriate knowledge to move to the
next qualification level (eg from National 5 to Higher)?
A: Your teacher or lecturer will be able to offer you advice on your next steps. You can also find
information on all SQA qualifications on the SQA website.

Q: Will learners know their grade before Results Day?
A: Yes, you should be provided with an explanation of how your grades were decided. Teachers and
lecturers should have ongoing conversations with you about your progress, including details of your
provisional grade once the course is complete.
Q: Will colleges and universities accept my results?
A: Yes. We are working with colleges, universities, and employers so that they understand how your
results are being decided this year.
Section 2 – Information from EHS (your questions answered)

Q: What is the difference between an exam and an assessment?
A: There is a distinction between exams and assessments – exams are marked nationally by the
SQA; assessments are marked by our teachers in line with national standards.
Q: Why are we doing most of our assessments in May?
A: We have to do assessments with a high predictive value (the later you do them, and the more of
the course you cover, the more predictive value they have). The SQA has told us to wait as near to
end of the course before assessing to give pupils sufficient time to prepare.
Q: Why are we sitting some assessments in the hall?
A: The reason we need to use halls for our assessments is that every school timetable is unique. For
example, not all our pupils (in many subjects) come at the same time in a week. The only way we can
give pupils an assessment at the same time on the same day is by using larger spaces. Smaller
schools and schools with different timetables may be able to do them all in classrooms and in class
time.
Q: Is all the content being covered?
A: SQA course guidelines have been modified and in many cases course content has been removed
to ensure pupils have had sufficient learning and teaching time before being assessed.
Q: Are all subjects doing the same thing?
A: All subjects are not the same. The SQA guidance for each subject has to be followed. The
assessment journey make look different across subjects and faculties.
Q: Is the work at EHS checked by anyone?
A: Be rest assured that we have internal and regional quality assurance procedures and SQA will
verify our work in May.

Q: When will I know what my grade is?
We will communicate the final provisional grade to you by Mon 21 June 2021.
Q: I am leaving school this year. When is my leaving date?
A: This is normally a straightforward question. Your official leaving date is normally the 31st May.
However, it is more complex this year.
For most candidates, as soon as you have finished your assessments in the month of May you will
be able to complete a leaver’s form and finish school.
For a few candidates you may have assessments to complete up until Friday 4 June 2021, therefore
it will not be possible to leave school until then.
Q: I am in S6. What should I do during study periods?
A: We wanted to give you the choice to do what suits you best in preparation for your assessments.
You can make ad-hoc arrangements with your subject teacher (this will only be possible where they
have spare rooms/work spaces i.e. completing an art folio etc)
You can use the hall (assessment permitting) or ground floor of the library for silent study or the
extensive seated outdoor space.
Alternatively, you can choose to work from home if that is practicable.
Q: Will there be a leavers’ evening?
A: We are still awaiting updated guidance from the Scottish Government about holding events. We
will definitely mark the end of your time with us and we have already started to plan this with the S6
Head Team.
I will continue to meet with the S6 Head Team weekly and I am happy to update this document with
any new questions in the weeks ahead.
Wishing you every success in your forthcoming assessments.
Kindest regards

Mr Justin Sinclair
Headteacher

