Sports Day - Friday 8th June 2018
Earlston High School's Sports Day saw the whole
school and all it's staff out competing, spectating and
supervising at a number of track and field events. In
addition to this year's more traditional events, a
Health & Well-Being Walk was organised around the
White Hill allowing pupils and staff to enjoy some
spectacular views of the campus and Earlston from up
above.
Throughout the day there were some exceptional
performances on the track with some of the closest finishes in the hotly anticipated relays. The number of pupils
competing in the the throwing and jumping events were some of the highest ever allowing for more House Points to
be collated and a very tight competition between the five Houses.
The Pupil Support group's 60m Sprint was one of many highlights
of the day. Kieran Shaw was awarded the 'Pupil Support Group
Sports Champion' Award and was congratulated for his
contribution to the school throughout his time at the school.
In addition to all the individual winners and runners up, the overall
winner for the House Sports Day Championship was awarded
to...Leader! Pupils were able to contribute to this by participating
and were given extra points for being placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd in
their respective events.
Well done to all who took part and a huge thank you to the staff for all their efforts on, and before, the day.

S1/2 Football
This year has seen the first instalment of the Borders Secondary
Schools U14 11 –a-side Football League, with 2 teams representing
from Earlston. Both teams performed exceptionally well across the
course of the season ending their seasons on a high. Our S1 team
ended their season with a 9-3 victory over Jedburgh GS whilst the
S2 team faced a title decider against Peebles HS. They showed
great determination and walked away with the title after a closely
fought out 3-2 victory.Scottish Schools Athletics Championships Friday 8th & Saturday 9th June 2018

SCOTTISH SCHOOLS TRACK & FIELD SUCCESS!!!
Congratulations to all those who competed at the Scottish Schools Track & Field Championships at Grangemouth.
There were a number of superb results including a new Scottish Champion!!! Please see below for results:
Finn Douglas (S3) - SCOTTISH CHAMPION - 100m (11.77secs)
Callum Tharme (Left) - 2nd in 3,000m Final (8.53.26mins)
Lewis Tharme (S5) - 7th in 3,000m Section (9.32.45mins)
Ewan Christie (S2) - 5th in 1,500m Final (4.39.35mins)
Cameron Rankine (S2) - 7th in 1,500m Heat (4.57.09mins)
Kai Lennie (S3) - 5th in 100m Sprint Heat (14.20secs)
Brogan Beattie (S3) - 3rd in 200m Final (27.28secs)
Brogan Beattie (S3) - 4th in 100m Heat (13.75secs)
Evie Archenhold (S3) - 3rd in 100m Heat (13.98secs)
Kacey Taitt (S2) - 14th/24 competitors in Long Jump (4.06m)
Anna Fairclough (S2) - 10th in 1,500m Heat (5.42.54mins)
Eloise Kerr (S3) - 6th in 800m Heat (2.45.01)
A huge well done to all athletes from everyone at the school! A great showcase of talent exemplified by these
tremendous results!
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Dear pupil/parent/carer/colleague/friend of EHS,
I hope you enjoy this final edition for session 2017/18. You will know from our facebook feeds, newsletters
and twitter that our school is a vibrant, living community where our young people have so many opportunities
to achieve. I would like to end this session by thanking all the staff/friends of EHS, pupils and parent/
carers who go the extra mile for our school – I genuinely appreciate all that you do.
Wishing you all a wonderful summer holiday.
Kind regards. Mr J Sinclair

Leavers’ Evening 2018
On Friday, 8th June, we said goodbye and good luck to all our
leavers from fourth, fifth or sixth year. Each leaver was
invited, along with their parents and carers, to celebrate their
time at EHS and to enjoy a graduation style evening.
Mr Sinclair welcomed the Class of 2018 and in his speech
offered them advice to help navigate them through the next
chapter in their lives, be that in employment, training or
further study.
Miss Clark was MC and invited former Depute Mr Bryson to
present leavers’ certificates to each student. Mr Bryson
congratulated each leaver as they stepped onto the stage,
whilst Mrs Weston explained to the audience where each
leaver was destined post EHS. There was a huge range of
destinations. From modern apprenticeships at local garages as
mechanics or with SBC as clerical assistants or onto college
courses in the Borders or in Edinburgh or onto university to
study from degrees. Gap Years have also become increasingly
popular, sometimes to give students some time to consider
their options and for others a chance to take a break from
study to travel, work or volunteer before re-embarking on
their studies in 2019.
Hearing about each student’s plan is always exciting and interesting. It reminds us that EHS students have skills and
qualities that can take them all over the world, to do whatever it is they have ambitions for and to be confident
enough to enjoy the next chapter of their lives.
The Head Team delivered their final speeches – full of good humour and delivered with skill and confidence. They
spoke about some of the highlights of the year, gave the audience an
insight into their community and school service and Euan introduced the
three charities and invited them to collect their cheques. Mrs McDonald
thanked the team for their hard work and presented them with the
traditional thank you gift of an engraved paperweight. She also added a
personal gift from herself and Mr Sinclair – a novelty t-shirt. In her
speech she explained the origin of this rather unusual gift and thanked
to Euan for providing the inspiration.
For more news on Leavers’ Evening—see next page.

Leavers’Awards for Service to School and Good Eggs.

Charity Cheques

Finlay Anderson and Callum Wilson, both S6, were presented with the Service to School and Community Awards.
Both students work tirelessly for the school show and our annual concerts, dealing with all technical aspects and
staging. We are truly panicking about how we are going to manage without them! But that’s not all, Callum’s
technical wizardry is also utilised by Mr Woodcock and the CDT staff; whereas Finlay’s shared his ICT expertise
with pupils at Lauder primary.

Throughout session 2017-8 EHS has supported a variety of
charities, although there were three specific charities the sixth
year had nominated to receive the funds from events they had
organised. There were three non uniform days, each with its own
theme, a talent show and the usual cake sales and coffee
mornings.

Each year we also commend students who are just all round great people, who often go the extra mile for others
– our Good Eggs. This year, each Guidance teacher nominated a leaver from their House and the winners were
announced at Leavers’ Evening. For Eden, Mr Watson wanted to recognise fifth year student, Lewis Wheeler; Mr
Christensen for Teviot, nominated Blair Gibson; Miss Fleming wanted to show appreciation to Jasmine Bowie for
all her work promoting Amnesty; for Turfford S6 student Gary Goodfellow collected his award from Miss Allison
and from Leader House, Mr McKenzie presented his Good Egg Award to David Murray from S5.
Blair
Jasmine

At Leavers’ Evening, Cameron Tullis, chairperson of the S6
charities committee, presented cheques to representatives from
the Borders Children’s Charity, My Name’5 Doddie and Interest
Link.

Gary

David

S2 Kingswood Excursion
After a gruelling 6 hour bus journey, twelve brave S2s along with Mrs Haywood and Mr Connell attended Kingswood
Activity Centre in Colomendy, Wales for their excursion week. Activities at the centre include abseiling,rock
climbing, caving, a giant zipwire and laser tag as well as many more.

Leaving EHS in style with a song.
To conclude the formal part Leavers’ evening, Laurence
and Eliana (Head Boy and Girl) performed Adele’s
Hometown and Kieron Shaw, together with Eliana and
Jack, delighted the audience with Phantom of the Opera
and Is This the Way to Amarillo. Finally, the principals
from Les Miserables sang One Day More. What a way to
finish the graduation part of the ceremony!

Each day included 7 activities, which meant it was very busy. Many pupils challenged themselves and some even
surprised themselves with what they managed to achieved. Pupils improved their team work and resilience as well as
having lots of fun.
Well done everyone!

Battlefields Trip 2018

S2 Residential to York

This year, Earlston High School’s History department took over 90 students from third
year as well as myself, to France and Belgium to observe and learn about the different
memorials and battlefields of the First World War. Battles which had taken place one
hundred years ago from today.

York was a complete success. We all loved every single activity that we did but we all especially loved Flamingo Land and the
Chocolate Factory where we learned about the chocolate story. We did many exciting activities such as The Railway Museum
where we got to see the fastest train in the world, The Japanese Bullet Train.

The Sunday we left saw an early start for us; we were expected at the school for 0630
hours. The early start still didn’t seem to disrupt everyone’s equal excitement and
nervousness. Two coaches were taken, simply dubbed “Coach A” and “Coach B”; I was on
Coach B. The roughly 12-hour bus journey to Dover mainly consisted of mild chatter,
earphones in, and sleeping. We boarded a P&O ferry at Dover where we embarked on a 2hour journey across the Channel, enough time for us to relax, get a Starbucks, or enjoy
an exciting view on the outside-back deck. Coach B arrived at our hotel at 2300 hours.
Monday, again saw an early start for both groups. Coach B’s first destination in Belgium
was the British cemetery known as ‘Tyne Cot’, where individuals viewed the many graves
and memorials and looked up names of interest. In contrast, our next destination was the
German memorial relatively close by, known as ‘Langemark’, this cemetery was noticeably smaller compared to the British
cemetery. Our coach arrived at the town of Ypres for lunch, where we spent a dangerous amount of money in the chocolate
shop. After which we went to the miniature war museum and REAL trenches at ‘Drieblotenbos’, where we got to walk through
and experience real British trenches, preserved from WW1. The day was rounded off with a Canadian memorial and war
museum and experience at ‘Zonnebeke’, containing some artificial trenches that we walked through.
Tuesday also saw an early start (there was a trend), which we kicked off with a 2hour bus journey down to France where we visited as section of ‘The Somme’. Here
we learned about, and walked through, the ‘Newfoundland’ front lines, we looked at
two British memorials and one Scottish memorial, plus the overgrown German front
lines of the same battle. We later visited the French war museum and memorial
known as ‘Ginchy’ which contained some interesting artefacts and horrifyingly
gruesome artwork. Our next stop was the towering joint British-French memorial
known as ‘Thiepval’, containing many names of the fallen who were unable to be
found. Our final stop of the day was a retreat into the forest of the Somme, also
at Thiepval, to learn about some trenches specifically dug by Scottish regiments,
however this was interrupted by a very heavy downpour of rain.
Wednesday, we set off for France again on a rather foggy morning where we first
looked at the beautiful joint French-Canadian memorial, harbouring impressive
statues. Our next stop was another visit to another part of the Somme, where we
walked through both the Canadian and German observation lines. Probably the most
interesting part of this front was our chance to walk through the tunnel system
that the Canadians dug under the German lines to place and detonate dynamite,
with the expressed purpose of blowing a metaphorical and literal hole in the
German front line. A rather quick visit was made after this to both a French and
British cemetery. The day was ended with a descent into the quarries and tunnels of Arras; the ‘Battle of Arras’ in WW1 was
when British forces held control of the city of Arras, which unfortunately
was in range of German artillery guns. A French general stepped up with a
plan to break the German front line in just two days, within said plan was
the idea for the British forces to live in the old French quarries of Arras
for 6 days, culminating in blowing the exit open and charging out to take
the German’s by surprise.
We had the chance to find the graves of loved ones who passed in
Northern France and Belgium and we also looked out for local Earlston
boys that fell. This in particular resonated with us as a group, especially as
many were only a few years older than us. The sacrifice and bravery was
highlighted and felt by all.
We spent the final day in a theme park Belgium, where severely wet water
rides became the central theme. Late afternoon we left for Calais to
catch the ferry home. We arrived back at Earlston in the early hours of
Friday morning. All in all a wonderful experience.

Luke Blackwood S3

We also did things like The York Minster, Walking the Walls of York, The Roman Baths and Clifford’s Tower. We had to do
some tasks like orienteering to get to know the surroundings of York before we were allowed out.
York was an extremely exciting trip and I highly recommend it to everyone but the trip wouldn’t
have been the same if it wasn’t for Mr Simpson, Mrs McGinlay, Miss Hogg, Mrs Fairbairn and last
but not least Miss Mrs Sztando.
Outtakes from pupil journals…
York Dungeons ‘Rly fun!’; ‘At the Roman Baths we were told how they washed and went to the toilet…
Yuk!’
Flamingo Land ‘Velocity my fav ride – went on it 3 times!’ ; ‘I pushed myself by going on high rides
even though I was scared’
‘It was very educational!’
‘We had bacon rolls for breakfast which tasted like heaven…’; We made chocolate lollies at the
chocolate story’
‘We went on velocity with Mrs McGinlay and Miss Hogg!’

Georgia S2

S2 to Ardeche
This year, many of the second years had the amazing experience of going
on the PGL Ardéche trip to the Domain de Ségries camp. It was a
phenomenal trip and we had a brilliant time. The majority of our days were
filled with a two-day descent down the Ardéche river in canoes, passing
under the famous Pont d'Arc. Not many students or staff survived the two
days without taking a dip into the river. Some people capsized when
battling the rapids, some when idly sailing along and others (mainly staff)
were intentionally tipped in. Admirably, everyone got out of the water and
back into their boats and continued paddling along on our 32 km journey
down the river in high spirits.
Some of the other adventurous PGL activities that we participated in were mountain biking and adrenaline rushing high ropes.
Many students said their favourite activity was the day we spent kayaking, we all had a great time attempting to balance
standing on the edge of our kayaks. During our excursion day the groups visited both the beautiful Orgnac caves, where we
descended over 700 steps underground and of course the legendary Haribo museum, where one bus spent over €800 in total!
Every evening the three buses immersed themselves in a range of activities where many groups got very heated about
winning. One of these activities was the million euro drop, where we had to complete challenges in teams to earn euros to then
compete with. These challenges involved coming up with creative team names and chants, drawing members of staff and drinking
a glass of water without using our hands. Other activities included some very interesting fancy dress costumes of celebrities
and animals as well as challenges to protect water balloons from being burst. One of the most popular evening activities was the
trip to the local town, Vallon, where the ice-cream shop made a very healthy profit. In our free time, there was plenty of
swimming, basketball, football and many dance offs at the disco to keep us entertained.
Some of the best and funniest parts of the trip were:
-the good banter especially in the tents at night ; the bat on bus 1 ; the singing on all the buses
-teachers falling out of the boats ; Miss Miller (accidentally) kicking Mr Paterson in the face
-the many water fights which soaked pretty much everyone within a 1 mile radius
The French weather did not disappoint with the temperature reaching upwards of 30°C on some
days and spectacular thunder and lightning shows on others, an electrifying experience which put
the British weather to shame. But of course, none of these unforgettable experiences would have
been possible without the support and dedication of all of the staff (and stuff) who gave up their
time and the enthusiasm of absolutely everyone on the trip. This was truly an incredible
experience that many students have learned a great deal!

by Catriona Moore and Dylan Theedam Parry S2

TEACHERS IN INDUSTRY

Developing Young Workforce

We are delighted that 6 of our teachers will be
embarking on Teacher Industry Insight days this
month. These days are a great opportunity for
our staff and are highly sought-after.
So, who is going where? Mrs Ballantyne - Barries
Knitwear; Miss Cook -Selkirk/Jedburgh Courts;
Mrs Cunningham -Scottish Parliament; Mr Towill Buccleuch Estate; Miss Williamson -Ashwood UK

The first Developing Young Workforce Celebration
Day was held at Springwood Park in Kelso on 30th
May.
The EHS stand was managed by our World of Work
ambassadors and Year of Young People ambassadors
as well as some of our business partners.
This

and Mr McKenzie -Edinburgh Airport

was

a

fantastic

occasion

and

a

great

opportunity for the school to showcase the many
On Tuesday 22 May, Mr McKenzie worked with
the HR Director of Edinburgh Airport.

As a

Pastoral Principal Teacher, Mr McKenzie was keen
to find out about the different employment and

success stories focussing on the world of work over the last session.
Mr Sinclair was one of the guest speakers at the event and was able to talk about the DYW developments and
achievements in Earlston High School.

training opportunities as well as what employers need from their young workforce. The Director explained that

Please have a look at our annual Careers Stories newsletter that shares a huge range of activities and events. You

they need young people to have an appreciation of their responsibilities and understand how their actions affect the

can access this from our school careers website:

whole team. They are looking for commitment, resilience, appropriate work experience and an ability to work shifts
which would mean they would have to put their social life second to work.

http://earlstonhighschoolmyfuture.weebly.com/news.html

With over 5000 people working at the airport, covering the majority of career sectors, there is a lot of opportunity
for career progression and even changes in career within the airport itself.
Mr McKenzie also spent time with the Senior Engineering Manager, who explained that they take on a number of
apprentices every year. They currently have an IT apprentice who they are now supporting through the graduate
apprenticeship programme.
One highlight of his ‘work experience’ was being given a tour around the airport campus. He had the opportunity to
experience the management of the security lounge, observe the ground operations tower dealing with arriving and
departing aircraft, be driven along the runway to check for debris that could be dangerous to aircraft and learn
about the extension of the terminal building.

SUMMER INTERNSHIP
Congratulations to sixth year students Toby Dawson
and Alice MacBrayne who have secured prestigious
summer internship placements with EY
(Ernst
Young) in Edinburgh.

is such an extremely complex operation full of opportunity and excitement and his experience there has given Mr

The intensive training programme covers project
management, digital aspects, brand training,
commercial awareness, social media training,
advanced spreadsheet sessions, risk management
and interview skills.

McKenzie a true insight into industry.

As if this wasn’t good enough, they also get paid!

P7 Visit Days

This could possibly lead to extremely well-paid
graduate apprenticeships with the company. Toby is
keen to move into a career in Investment Banking
and Alice is exploring options around Business and
Legal careers.

Mr McKenzie thoroughly enjoyed his time at the airport. He returned to school enthused by the experience and
with a greater understanding of how, as a school, we can support our young people to develop the skills, qualities and
attributes, along with a strong work ethic, to be in the best position to be successful in the workplace. The airport

During the past few days Primary 7 Pupils from all across the catchment
area have visited EHS on the annual two day P7 visit. The visit allows
Pupils to meet their new class mates and teachers as well as providing a
valuable insight into High School life. Lauder Primary girls: Emily, Hollie,
Niamh and Sophie said the visit really helped them understand what
attending High School is like.
The girls enjoyed having the chance to experience new subjects such as
CDT and Science as well as having fun playing Rounders in PE. After the
visit they said they can’t wait to return to EHS after the summer and are looking
forward to participating in some of the extra curricular activities such as Hockey
and Netball.
Yousuf S6

They heard about this opportunity through a
presentation to Higher Business Management classes
and look forward to the benefits that this
programme will bring them—adding the experience
to cvs, networking opportunities, the change to
develop skills and an opportunity to help clarify
career ambitions.

EHS and EPS — Library partnership

Designing for a local business

This has been an exciting year at Earlston Library. The High School and Primary School have been working closely
together on a brand new initiative to generate a greater interest in reading. The Primary 7 students were initially
presented with The Black Hill Reading Challenge. The Technology Department helped out by creating a massive photo
montage wall display of this local feature in the library, and students had to read as many books as possible in order
to progress, by moving their name up the hill as they completed a book.

Our S3 Graph Com class was charged with designing a logo for one of our business partners – East Neuk Analytics.
Ben Sloan was the winner of the contract with this logo which will now be used by the company in both colour and
black and white formats.

The students attacked this challenge with enthusiasm. They read everything; from biography to geography, from
history to hobbies, as well as lots of fiction, greatly expanding the breadth of their subject knowledge and literacy
skills in the process. At the end of ten weeks the thirty one students had completed 274 books, with everyone in
the class reading at least seven books. This was an incredible achievement.

The brief asked our pupils to design a logo which would sum up the company – East Neuk design data management
solutions for the education sector. Ben’s slogan certainly fits the brief!
Well done Ben.

Given the success of this challenge it was decided that the Primary 7 students would help the nursery children at
East Green to embark on the same journey – up the ‘Black Hill’. Every week the Nursery and Primary students have
been reading together, building their confidence and helping to develop a love for reading. It has been great to see
the primary school students reading to the nursery children. The nursery children have really enjoyed their time
with the older students and have also performed a few songs for them.
Building on the success of this initiative it is now hoped to extend this reading programme, allowing more of the
Primary school students to benefit from this partnership. This will once again involve collaboration from 3 – 18, with
students supporting each other. The focus is very much on books, with students reading out loud, for pleasure and
with expression. Individual and small group activities will help to build student awareness of the importance of
reading; reading to themselves, to each other and, hopefully, in the future, to their own children.
Earlston has already seen the benefits of this increased co-operation between the nursery, primary and high school.
This initiative helps to prepare nursery children for primary school and allows primary school children the
opportunity to develop the skills that will help them to succeed at high school. The high school students, performing
a vital leadership role in this scheme, are developing the talents that will enable them to succeed well beyond high
school.

Residential Music Courses
Applications from brass, guitars, percussion, strings and
woodwind are invited for Scottish Borders residential music
courses 2018/19 involving the Chamber Orchestra, Guitar
Ensemble, Junior Wind Band and Wind Orchestra
28-30 SEPTEMBER 2018
AND 15-17 MARCH 2019
FOR MORE INFORMATION
email music@scotborders.gov.uk
telephone 01835 825097
or speak to your instrumental music teacher
Closing date for applications: FRIDAY 22 JUNE

Date for your diary -

School Fayre/Extravaganza

1.9.18

On the 1st of September, Earlston High School is planning to hold an open day for students and their families, celebrating
their success in various academic, creative and sporting endeavours. We are also trying to raise money for MND; a cause close
to the hearts of the school and community. The day is being planned and organised by the new S4 students and the work they
will do will go towards their SQA leadership award.
The day is aimed at everyone associated with Earlston High School; parents, current students, alumni and interested people
from the community. There will be fun stalls including:- Dunk the Teacher, beat the goalie, bouncy castle, bucking bronco, live
music, slime making in science and school tours.
The day will run from 10am-2pm and we hope to welcome as many people as possible along to it.

We sincerely hope you all managed to get Les Miserables
tickets. Some returns may be available on the day of the
performance if you wish to contact the school.

Fashion and Textiles

Borders Schools Tennis Championships Tuesday 12th June 2018

The Home Economics Dept. is delighted to be able to offer
our S3 pupils Fashion & Textile Technology. The course will
give pupils the opportunity to research, design and make
fashion garments as well as leaning about textile and fabric
construction.

BORDERS SCHOOLS’ TENNIS CHAMPIONS!!!
Congratulations to the pupils named below who won both the
boys’ and girls’ tennis championships at Galashiels Academy!

So far we have learned about fashion through the ages.
Pupils are now busy mastering the art of making a
storyboard and honing their technical drawing and fashion
illustration skills. They will then up-cycle a t-shirt to reflect
one of the decades of fashion they’ve studied.

The team played their hearts out and put up a real fight for
each and every point. The teams were up against many
strong opponents but stood their ground and kept the ball
in play at vital moments.

Follow our fashion and textile journey on Instagram –
fashion&textiles@ehs

Players involved: Andrew Milligan, Callum Simpson, Jamie Damerell, Christian
Townsend, Ben Lynch, Luke Townsend, Fraser Rout, Xander Ramage, Alice
MacBrayne, Felicity Walls, Amy McDougall, Ailsa Clark and Annique Varty.
Congratulations! The pupils were a real credit to both the school and local clubs.

See Me Mental Health First Aid Training
As a result of a new government backed scheme last week the S6 pupils travelled to Galashiels Volunteer Hall to
attend a two day course focused on mental health awareness. All sixth years from each of the nine secondary
schools in Scottish Borders are receiving this training in June.

Melrosian and Lauder Cornet Visit EHS
We welcomed former pupils Harry
Fletcher (Melrosian 2018);
Christopher Rogereson (Lauder
Cornet 2018) and Russel Mackay
(Melrosian 2017) back to EHS on
Monday 18 June.
They were met by Mr Sinclair,
members of senior management and
our newly elected Head Boy Ninian
Grant and Head Girl, Christie Rout.
After a glimpse of the school show
at the dress rehearsal, the party
then visited Pupil Support and
enjoyed some refreshments. We
wish them all the very best for
their time in office.

The course looked in detail at difficult areas such as depression, anxiety and self harm whilst concentrating on how
these issues can be identified and what help can be given. The course leader Laura, from See Me, used anecdotes
and activities to help explain about the factors within mental health as well as the importance of breaking down the
stigma built around the issue.
The S6 pupils were also taught how to recognise if a friend is experiencing mental problems and the importance of
simply talking to them and asking if they are ok. In addition to the invaluable life skills the pupils learnt from the
course they also gained a qualification in mental health
awareness and received free booklets and flyers from
NHS Scotland.
As a result the of learning about all of the different
aspects of mental health awareness the course really
helped the S6 pupils to develop the skills talk openly about
mental health and support others.

Yousuf S6

